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Department of Veterans Affairs § 4.113

DISEASES OF THE HEART—Continued

Rat-
ing

Persistent edema, incompletely re-
lieved by elevation of extremity,
with or without beginning stasis
pigmentation or eczema .............. 20

Intermittent edema of extremity or
aching and fatigue in leg after
prolonged standing or walking,
with symptoms relieved by ele-
vation of extremity or compres-
sion hosiery ................................. 10

Asymptomatic palpable or visible
varicose veins ............................. 0

NOTE: These evaluations are for involvement of a
single extremity. If more than one extremity is in-
volved, evaluate each extremity separately and
combine (under § 4.25), using the bilateral factor
(§ 4.26), if applicable.

7122 Cold injury residuals:
With the following in affected parts:

Arthralgia or other pain, numbness,
or cold sensitivity plus two or
more of the following: tissue loss,
nail abnormalities, color changes,
locally impaired sensation,
hyperhidrosis, X-ray abnormali-
ties (osteoporosis, subarticular
punched out lesions, or osteo-
arthritis) ....................................... 30

Arthralgia or other pain, numbness,
or cold sensitivity plus tissue
loss, nail abnormalities, color
changes, locally impaired sensa-
tion, hyperhidrosis, or X-ray ab-
normalities (osteoporosis, sub-
articular punched out lesions, or
osteoarthritis) ............................... 20

Arthralgia or other pain, numbness,
or cold sensitivity ......................... 10

NOTE (1): Separately evaluate amputations of fingers
or toes, and complications such as squamous cell
carcinoma at the site of a cold injury scar or pe-
ripheral neuropathy, under other diagnostic codes.
Separately evaluate other disabilities that have
been diagnosed as the residual effects of cold in-
jury, such as Raynaud’s phenomenon, muscle at-
rophy, etc., unless they are used to support an
evaluation under diagnostic code 7122.

NOTE (2): Evaluate each affected part (e.g., hand,
foot, ear, nose) separately and combine the ratings
in accordance with §§ 4.25 and 4.26.

7123 Soft tissue sarcoma (of vascular origin) .......... 100

NOTE: A rating of 100 percent shall continue beyond
the cessation of any surgical, X-ray, antineoplastic
chemotherapy or other therapeutic procedure. Six
months after discontinuance of such treatment, the
appropriate disability rating shall be determined by
mandatory VA examination. Any change in evalua-
tion based upon that or any subsequent examina-
tion shall be subject to the provisions of § 3.105(e)
of this chapter. If there has been no local recur-
rence or metastasis, rate on residuals.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1155)

[62 FR 65219, Dec. 11, 1997, as amended at 63
FR 37779, July 14, 1998]

THE DIGESTIVE SYSTEM

§ 4.110 Ulcers.
Experience has shown that the term

‘‘peptic ulcer’’ is not sufficiently spe-
cific for rating purposes. Manifest dif-
ferences in ulcers of the stomach or du-
odenum in comparison with those at an
anastomotic stoma are sufficiently rec-
ognized as to warrant two separate
graduated descriptions. In evaluating
the ulcer, care should be taken that
the findings adequately identify the
particular location.

§ 4.111 Postgastrectomy syndromes.
There are various postgastrectomy

symptoms which may occur following
anastomotic operations of the stom-
ach. When present, those occurring
during or immediately after eating and
known as the ‘‘dumping syndrome’’ are
characterized by gastrointestinal com-
plaints and generalized symptoms sim-
ulating hypoglycemia; those occurring
from 1 to 3 hours after eating usually
present definite manifestations of
hypoglycemia.

§ 4.112 Weight loss.
Minor weight loss or greater losses of

weight for periods of brief duration are
not considered of importance in rating.
Rather, weight loss becomes of impor-
tance where there is appreciable loss
which is sustained over a period of
time. In evaluating weight loss gen-
erally, consideration will be given not
only to standard age, height, and
weight tables, but also to the par-
ticular individual’s predominant
weight pattern as reflected by the
records. The use of the term ‘‘inability
to gain weight’’ indicates that there
has been a significant weight loss with
inability to regain it despite appro-
priate therapy.

§ 4.113 Coexisting abdominal condi-
tions.

There are diseases of the digestive
system, particularly within the abdo-
men, which, while differing in the site
of pathology, produce a common dis-
ability picture characterized in the
main by varying degrees of abdominal
distress or pain, anemia and disturb-
ances in nutrition. Consequently, cer-
tain coexisting diseases in this area, as
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